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Thérèse Mastroiacovo, Following Following Piece (Montreal, July 8, 2008 to June 2, 2010) 
 
I scooted up to the Blackwood Gallery on my way home from Oakville with 
slight trepidation. After having read the press release for Thérèse 
Mastroiacovo’s Following Following Piece, I was preparing for the worst sort of 
appropriative back slapping with this young artist’s pencil-drawn copies of pages 
from books documenting Vito Acconci’s Following Piece from way back when. I 
have, in the past, referred to this as “pilot fish art” and fully expected the elder 
artist to overshadow his influence. But as I worked my way down the line of 
drawing after drawing, I softened a little as Acconci’s own description of his work 
resonated with the deferral Mastroiacovo was making with hers. Her gesture 
managed to highlight that claim and throw artistic agency into a new light. Her 
strategy, however, is somewhat suspect in that Acconci tracked randomly, giving 
himself over to serendipity, whereas Mastroiacovo chooses Acconci and sticks 
with him. A deeper study of the switchback folds in this self-referential exercise is 
required, but will have to wait for another day. 

 


